
 

APUSH – CSHS Syllabus = 2018/2019 

 

Instructor: Mr. Mitten = Room #1116 -- Phone: 480-575-2565 

 

Web: Email: smitten@ccusd93.org – APUSH after hours email: mittenaz@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 2:00 to 3:00 -- Lunch office hours or after school by appointment  

 

Textbook: America’s History, 8th Edition, Henretta etal, Bedford St. Martin’s 

  

REQUIRED MATERIALS: to be brought to class daily  

• Loose leaf paper  

• Blue/Black pens for notes, in class work and essays  

 

*Teacher Website: My website will serve as a vital resource for students the entire school year. It is the 

student’s responsibility to check the site everyday as it has important information students need to 

know to meet the requirements for this course. This includes but is not limited to (Calendar of weekly 

objectives, useful links, and online assignments when given.)  

 

Google: All students should have a Google apps account given to them by the school district. Certain 

assignments and group projects will be completed using Google. It is important that students make sure 

they have access to a computer with Internet access. The school library is open after school on most 

days and during most lunch periods.  Class time and BYOT (bring your own technology days) will not 

always give the student adequate time to complete online work.  

 

GRADING Policy:  Each student's grade will be based on participation in discussions/readings, tests, 

research assignments, reports and the final exam for each semester. Students must take the final exam 

in order to get credit for the class. 

 

Tests: 25%  

Writing Assignments (in-class): 25% 

Class Work/Participation: 15%  

Homework/Preparation: 20%  

Final Exam: 15%  

 

Preparation/Participation:  Reading is a key component to understanding history, as well as, to help you 

gain a better understanding and mastery of the material. Students will be expected to complete all 

reading assignments. Reading the material not only helps students comprehend the material but also 

prepares them for in class discussions. Student’s participation is not based on just reading the assigned 

pages but engaging in class discussion about the pages read. It is the student’s responsibility to check 

the whiteboard or Classroom Calendar online for reading assignments.   If you do not read, you will NOT 

be successful in the class. 

 

Office Hours: Office hours are intended for students to: 

� Seek extra help on areas in the course they are struggling in 

� Review previous tests  

� Complete make up tests or assignments 

� Study for upcoming exams and/or practice the skills learned to be successful in the course 



Class Rules: 

  

• Adhere to the Student Code of Conduct  

• No food, drink or gum (water bottles OK)  

• Must sign out for pass to bathroom – no passes first 10/last 10 minutes of class  

• No passes for snacks/drinks  

 

Electronics:  CSHS classrooms are ‘No cell phone zones’ – all cell phones must be stored in your 

backpack and may not be on your person or on the desk for any reason.  There are no warnings – 

students who violate this policy will be asked to turn their phone in to the instructor or to Mr. Pettinato.  

 

Attendance and tardy (late): Class attendance is taken using a seating chart. Students are expected to 

know the location of their assigned seats and be seated when the bell rings. Students must be in their 

assigned seats when the bell rings. Students may be marked tardy if not in seat by the time the bell 

rings. School policies will be followed concerning tardiness and absences. Excessive tardies/absences 

may result in a loss of credit for the class – see CCUSD #93 Student Handbook.  

 

Extra Credit:  Extra credit is only determined at the discretion the instructor. Students may NOT 

complete outside work for extra credit 

 

2018 – Emphasis = District Policy on Late Work/Missing Assignments: 

 

District Policy JK-R 

A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the following forms of 

academic misconduct: 

• Lateness - For missing or leaving school or class without permission or excuse. 

• Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help sheets and the like, 

illegally obtaining tests in advance, substituting for a test-taker, and other forms of unauthorized 

collusion. 

• Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her own.  

• Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s work to be copied or 

submitted for assessment by another.  

• Duplication of work - Presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or 

requirements. 

• Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such requirement. 

• Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the results of another 

student.  

 

Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this policy will result 

in a zero for the assignment/assessment for a first offense, a zero for the assignment/assessment  and 

short term suspension for a second offense and a loss of credit for the semester course (.5) and short term 

suspension for a third offense.   

 

Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via pictures, paper or 

electronics will receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short term to long term suspension 

(prior academic misconduct referrals from any other school or CCUSD grade level will be considered).   

 



School Absence Policy 

Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work. Parents can e-mail teachers 

to request homework to pick up during a student’s absence.  For every day of excused absence, a 

student has two days to make up homework, classwork, quizzes, and tests (parents have 24 hours to 

contact the school to excuse the absence). Work previously assigned with a due date during an absence 

is due on the first day of his/her return to school (including suspension dates). Be advised that each 

department, which assigns extended projects, has specific deadline dates.  All make up work from an 

excused absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed and turned in within the 2 day window. 

Some courses such as Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Dual Enrollment 

courses have numerous long-term projects or portfolios, which may have absolute deadlines. Students 

will be advised of these project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or on grading outlines and will 

be expected to turn in projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit regardless of days 

absent.  Assignments, tests, quizzes not completed within the 2 day window will receive a zero.  (Ref: 

Board Policy JH-R) 

 

EXCUSES ARE NOT SOLUTIONS 

 

All assignments are due on the due date. Assignments are due on the date assigned even if you are 

not in class on that day or the day it is assigned. It is the responsibility of the student to check the 

classroom calendar and assignment board in class and online so he/she knows what is due when it is 

due.  

 

Tests:  Tests are announced well in advance and must be taken on the day they are assigned. NOTE: 

Tests in APUSH are based on information provided inside the textbook AND information talked about in 

class that might not necessarily be in the textbook but relevant to the topic/subject/AP curriculum.  

 

Test Retakes/Corrections: Students will NOT be allowed to retake tests for an insufficient grade.  

 

Plagiarism: PLAGIARISM IS NOT ACCEPTABLE. Any work that is plagiarized will receive a zero and the 

student will be subject to the penalties outlined in the Student Code of Conduct handbook. All 

assignments are expected to be individual unless specifically indicated on the assignment.  

 

Classroom Management Statement:  

History is a subject that requires students to refine and improve their analytical skills. History is 

something we discuss and something we do in order to gain a better understanding of how it relates to 

our lives. In order to facilitate this process, students must adhere to the following criteria:  

• Arrive on time and prepared for class - use class time appropriately, finish work on schedule  

• Be respectful – When someone is talking (Teacher, Students, Guest Speaker, etc.)  

• Do not disturb other students in the classroom  

• Take notes in class and on assigned readings  

• Follow directions and actively participate in class activities  

 

If these expectations are not met, or student behavior disrupts class time one or more of the following 

consequences will apply as deemed appropriate by the instructor:  

 

Meet with individual students outside of class time to discuss the issue and propose solutions to 

correct and prevent a reoccurrence  

Disciplinary referral and having security escort the student from class  

Arrange a parent/student conference  



The classroom is what you make it. A positive attitude goes a long way in making this class and this 

school a safe and fun place to be.  

 

 

Extraneous info – discussion: 

• Fire Drills/Evacuation Routes 

• Lockdowns 

• Locked Doors 

• BR passes/Sign out sheet (10 minute rule/one out rule) 

• Tissue/hand sanitizer/miscellany 

• Chromebooks 

• Questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Students and parents, please sign below acknowledging that you understand 

the expectations and requirements for AP United States History – only this page 

must be returned. 
 

________________________________   ________________________________  

Student Name (printed)    Student Signature 

 

Parent Signature: _____________________  Date: ___________________________ 

 

 

Parent email and/or best phone number for contact (optional) __________________________  

    

 

 

 

THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION AS DETERMINED BY THE INSTRUCTOR "Course content 

may vary from this outline to meet the needs of this particular group"  

 

 


